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A ministry colleague of mine named Leah Ntuala posted a video of herself on Facebook
Tuesday in which she said, “This journey has been so enlightening. It has reaffirmed my
faith in humanity. Today, | walk with a sign that says, ‘Do justice, love kindness and walk
humbly with God.’

And that could be the motto of what I've witnessed and discovered and learned as I've done
this, hearing the stories, sharing in the joys and the concerns of people as we walk
together....”

Pastor Leah recorded that video while walking 78 miles on the highways and byways
between her church in Seneca Falls, NY, and the ICE detention center in Batavia, where
she joined a planned, peaceful protest on Wednesday. She started her walk last Sunday,
after worship — three days on the road, walking.

Leah was motivated by her concern about cuts to Medicaid benefits and the impact on our
healthcare system and senior facilities, not to mention news about the recent murder of
Minnesota legislator Melissa Hortman and her husband by a man with ties to Christian
nationalism.

Furthermore, as she walked along, passing farm after farm, she thought about cuts to the
US Department of Agriculture, as well as the lives that have been impacted by immigration

policy.

Along the way, she met and talked with people whose neighbors felt pressured to self-
deport or be arrested, despite being long-time US residents with no criminal records who
have done everything by the book during the 20 years they’ve been in this country. Bottom
line, says Leah, “it doesn’t have to be so cruel.”

Reflecting on this, | asked myself, is that what we think of our country; is that what we think
of America — a country whose policies can be characterized as cruel? | hope not, even as |
know it's true; always has been.

The United States of America has a history of cruel policies and laws going back to the days
of slavery, Jim Crow laws, share cropping, company stores, bussing, child labor, women’s
rights, inadequate care for veterans, and under-funded assistances programs.

Today, many people are just as concerned as Pastor Leah about the direction US policy
has taken when it comes to the global economy, international relations, immigration, voter
rights, social services, and the US economy. Taken as a whole | don’t think anyone would



argue there’s no reason for concern, that everything is playing out just as it should, just as
God would have it.

God does care about this country, you know, as he does all countries, all peoples. God’s
soft spot when it comes to caring for people and blessing nations goes all the way back to
ancient Israel, to all those who stand alongside the Apostle Paul who, in today’s New
Testament reading, calls himself a descendant of Abraham.

As Christians, we are all descendants of Abraham, brought into the covenant through our
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, regardless of our nationality, our immigration status, our race
and ethnicity, our gender or any other differences we have.

And as Christian, we all have the sure hope that God’s promise to his people, to the faithful,
will be fulfilled, as reflected in today’s Old Testament lesson. “Your people shall all be
righteous,” says God. “They are the shoot that | planted, the work of my hands, so that |
might be glorified.”

God is glorified by the people of the United States of America, by those faithful brothers and
sisters in Christ whom we stand alongside in the sure hope of God’s promise fulfilled, a
promise that lives in all who are good and kind and faithful.

And God'’s promise is being fulfilled, even and especially amid the darkness of our times. |
mean, listen to what God said to ancient Israel in its time of darkness. “Arise, shine, for you
light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” And then in the next
sentence, he says, “For darkens shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.”

That seems to speak to our moment in time, doesn’t it? Despite any darkness that covers
the earth, any thick darkness that covers the peoples, the glory of the Lord does indeed
arise upon us, appear over us, and through us.

As Pastor Leah says in one of her Facebook posts from the highways and byways, “... It
has been overwhelming that | have been welcomed in by ... angles among us. It has been
incredible. ... | continue to learn how interconnected we are, how similar we are and, at the
same time, where (we are) different. And having differences is not threatening; she says it's
OK. ... It has just been a joy;”

“... Thank you all so much.”

“Thank you all so much,” and thank God for you people here today and in churches across
America and throughout the world. Thank God for the United States of America. Thank the
Lord for the promise embodied by her people.



Not that all people here in US of A embody the promise of God. Some clearly don’'t. Some
think they know better than God, that they are above the law, that nothing can stop them.
But we know different. We know that God will guide them where possible and corral them
where needed.

It's like the story about a West Virginia lad who was sitting on a fence at the crossing of two
narrow roads. A Mister know-it-all in a very large car with New York plates roared to a stop
in front of him, let down the electric window and said, “Young man, I'mlost. Can you tell
me where this road goes?”

He said, “No sir, | can’t.” The man said, “Well, can you tell me where that road goes?” The
boy said, “No sir, | can’t.”

The man said, “Well, young man, don’t you know anything?” The boy said, “l know I'm not
lost.”

This country is full of people who are lost and don’t know it. And God will guide them where
possible and corral them where needed, often and always through the faithful words and
actions of his people, those who are destine to be a great nation, a great people, a nation
and people like the United States of America, at it's best.

The United States of America at its best is not a county; it's an idea. No country in-and-of-
itself can live up to the promise and blessing that God has for his people.

But we can live up to the values and ideals that made this country great, that will make it
great in the days and years and eons to come, if we stay true to our identity as a beloved
people of God.

“The least of them shall become a clan,” says God, “and the smallest one a mighty nation. |
am the Lord; in its time | will accomplish it quickly.”

So do not despair at the current state of things in this country. But rather rise up all the
higher and louder to sing praises to those who embody the spirit of God, embody the best
America has to offer.

I'll leave you with these words from Pastor Leah, recorded as she contemplated her walk for
social justice and godly action. It was the day before Leah set out on her 78-mile, 3-day
journey toward hope and promise: “As we bare witness, we are saying we are holding the
line in the US Constitution, that we believed it when we pledged allegiance to the flag and
said, ‘Liberty and justice for all.” That we believe it and mean it as Americans and patriots
that everyone here is allowed life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Amen, Leah.

Amen, and God bless America, an America of godly ideals and faithful, courageous actions.



PASTORAL PRAYER

Dear God, as we celebrate the birth of our nation, we thank you for all those who embody
your Spirit, past, present and yet to come. We pray that people across our nation will be
moved to humble themselves before you, seek your face, and turn toward

your righteous ways.

We pray for unity amid our differences, and an end to the misunderstandings that separate
us. Give us the grace to see each other through your eyes, as valuable people who are all
created in your image and deserving of love and respect.

Help our nation’s leaders, O Lord, and give them the wisdom that comes from you, not from
clever human plans or political tricks. Give them the ability to tell right from wrong, to
choose justice for everyone over their own interests, and to put the well-being of all citizens
above party disagreements.

And for us, God, help us to think carefully about the information we get, to resist the urge to
just believe stories without checking the facts with reliable sources, and to_stand up to evil
and deception.

Use this weekend of national celebration to begin a spiritual awakening in which people
hunger for_holiness and a closer relationship with you.

We pray, also, for the health and wellbeing of all your beloved children, and especially those
we know in need of your blessing at this time.

We pray all this in faith, as we raise our eyes to heaven and our voices in song, praying the
prayer that you taught us, singing:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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