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Waiting for the Wise 
Matthew 2:1-12                                                                            First Presbyterian Church 
January 4, 2026                                                                                    Pastor Dave Carlson 

Anyone who’s ever waited out a fierce storm at night knows the relief of looking up at the 
sky and seeing the twinkling stars.  It’s a sure sign the storm is ended. 

The stars never really went away, of course.  They were there all along, above the clouds 
and the wind and the rain.  It’s just that we get so caught up in the intensity of the storm we 
miss seeing their light. 

And so it is in life.  In good times and in bad, we need the assurance of a heavenly light to 
remind us that God’s love is with us in every circumstance.  In our New Testament lesson, 
Matthew tells us about the three wisemen, the magi who followed the star of Bethlehem, 
confident that wherever it led them, they’d find the assurance of God’s love for people the 
world over. 

Can you imagine the magi hearing of a new King born far away and being drawn to travel 
there, following a star?  They have no idea what they’ll find along the way, the twists and 
turns they’ll take, how long their journey will be, and where it will take them. 

It’s kind of like life, isn’t it?  We have no idea what life will bring us from one day to the next, 
can’t foresee the twists and turns we’ll face, how long it will take to get where we’re headed, 
or even if in the end our lives will play out as we imagined.  Like the magi, we need a star to 
guide us.  And like the magi, our true north star is Jesus. 

So, ask yourself, right this moment, in this stage of your life, is Jesus really the star, the light 
that you’re following?  How well do you see it?  Is the light of Jesus shining brightly day and 
night, or are the storms you’re facing in life distracting you, maybe even blocking you from 
that oh-so needed light? 

If you’re like most people, life’s circumstances can make it hard to see the light of Jesus and 
follow where he’s leading.  Take King Herod for example.  Matthew tells us that when he 
heard about the birth of Jesus, he was frightened, frightened that this new-born king would 
keep him from doing as he pleased.   

While the magi sought the light of Jesus to pay him homage, Herod sought to kill him, to kill 
off anything anyone or that might interrupt his comfortable life or demand any sacrifice or 
consideration on his part.  Herod wasn’t about to let anything diminish his status. 

It’s like the three corporate executives talking about status and how to know when you have 
really arrived.  One said: “I’ll tell you what real status is.  It’s being invited to the White 
House for a personal conversation with the President.”  
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“No, said another, “that’s not it.  You know you have arrived when you’ve been invited to the 
White House, the hot line rings, and the president decides not to answer it.”  

The third executive said: “You both have it all wrong.  Real status is when you are invited to 
the White House for a personal conversation with the President, the hot line rings, the 
President answers it, and says, 'Here, it’s for you.’” 

Status is not what it’s about.  It’s about resisting all the temptations and distractions that get 
in the way of following Jesus, knowing that, in the end, they just don’t stand up to the light of 
day.   

Think about it.  Imagine two rooms, one next to the other like adjoining hotel rooms.  One of 
the rooms is lit bright as day; the other in complete darkness.  Now imagine opening the 
door between the rooms.  What happens?  Does the darkness invade the lighted room?  
No.  Quite the opposite: the light pushes back the darkness.   

And so it is with us.  The light of Jesus, when we let him into the darkest parts of our lives, it 
pushes out that darkness and shines light upon our path, leading us to a better life, a better 
way of living. 

Of course, as with the magi, following the light of Jesus seldom is a straight path.  We get 
distracted by our thoughts and feelings and the thoughts and feelings of everyone around 
us.  And sometimes we hit a barrier to where Jesus is leading us.  And yet, Jesus is always 
there to guide us when we turn our focus toward him and where he’s leading. 

The magi got sidetracked and distracted by deciding to stop in Jerusalem.  Why would they 
do that?  Well, Bethlehem is six miles south of Jerusalem.  It would have taken them three 
hours trudging along a hillside ridge with lots of ups and downs, verses taking the easy road 
into Jerusalem.  It’s no wonder the magi went straight to Jerusalem, straight to the capital 
city, following the road everyone else was traveling.   

But as we know, Jesus is not always found in the most popular or convenient places.  
Sometimes we have to take the harder path and endure some ups and downs to reach him.  
But, boy, is it worth it! 

And thankfully for the magi – and for us – the light of Jesus never leaves us stranded along 
the way.  It’s always there to guide us.  As Matthew says, when the magi were sent by 
Herod to find the baby Jesus and report his location, “they set out, and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen in the east….”  While they were sidetracked in 
Jerusalem, the star of Bethlehem waited for them, just as the light of Jesus waits for you 
and for me.   

Of course, when the magi got on their way, they had to be careful to continue following 
where the light of Christ would lead.  And when they did – when they “saw that the star had 
stopped – they were overwhelmed with joy.” 
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We’ve all felt the joy of at last getting to our destination after a long trip.  The magi were so 
overjoyed at seeing the baby Jesus, this new-born king, that they “knelt down and paid him 
homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh,” says Matthew.   

The magi freely brought their gifts before the Lord and whole-heartedly gave him the finest 
that they had to offer, their undying devotion.  And then, says Matthew, they went home – 
not past Herod – but by another road.  The magi were willing to adjust their route when they 
realized they were on the wrong road, following the wrong influence.   

How about you?  Are you willing to make adjustments right now in the direction you’re 
heading, in order to follow Jesus more closely?   

Wouldn’t that be great?  Wouldn’t that be a great way to start the new year?  By looking for 
the star of Bethlehem, the light of Jesus to guide you through the twists and turns of life, 
letting his light shine in the darkness you face, and following it to all the promise born to us 
in the birth of Jesus Christ, the new-born king.  Amen. 

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

God of Eternal Love, as we make and renew our commitment to you, we start a new 
journey into purposeful growth.  We thank you for helping us to remain faithful through the 
presence of your guidance and strength. 

 Teach us to pray with faith and read your word with understanding.  Teach us to worship 
with passion and gather together with love. 

Teach us to give generously, serve compassionately and use our time mindfully, so that we 
may reflect your goodness, and that others may discover your grace through us. 

We pray also for those dealing with life’s many struggles – workplace struggles, financial 
worries, health and mobility issues, illness and disease. We pray all this in the name and 
power of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, who gave to us the Lord’s Prayer, a prayer 
we join in now raising our eyes to heaven and our voices in song: 

  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 


